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ports or ranges of ports to and from
which the tariff’s rates apply.

Shipment means all of the cargo car-
ried under the terms of a single bill of
lading.

Shipper means:

(1) A cargo owner;

(2) The person for whose account the
ocean transportation is provided;

(3) The person to whom delivery is to
be made;

(4) A shipper’s association; or

(5) An NVOCC that accepts responsi-
bility for payment of all charges appli-
cable under the tariff or service con-
tract.

Shippers’ association means a group of
shippers that consolidates or distrib-
utes freight on a nonprofit basis for the
members of the group in order to se-
cure carload, truckload, or other vol-
ume rates or service contracts.

Special permission means permission,
authorized by the Commission, for cer-
tain tariff publications that do not
conform with applicable regulations,
usually involving effectiveness on less
than statutory notice.

Tariff means a publication containing
the actual rates, charges, classifica-
tions, rules, regulations and practices
of a common carrier or a conference of
common carriers. The term ‘‘practices”’
refers to those usages, customs or
modes of operation which in any way
affect, determine or change the trans-
portation rates, charges or services
provided by a common carrier or con-
ference and, in the case of conferences,
must be restricted to activities author-
ized by the basic conference agree-
ment.

Tariff number means a unique 3-digit
number assigned by the publisher to
distinguish it from other tariffs. Tar-
iffs may be identified by the 6-digit or-
ganization number plus the user-as-
signed tariff number (e.g., 999999-001) or
a Standard Carrier Alpha Code
(“*SCAC”) plus the user-assigned tariff
number.

Tariff rate item (“TRI’’) means a sin-
gle freight rate, in effect on and after a
specific date or for a specific time pe-
riod, for the transportation of a stated
cargo quantity, which may move from
origin to destination under a single
specified set of transportation condi-
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tions, such as container size or tem-
perature.

TRl number means a number that

consists of the numeric commodity
code, if any, and a unique numeric suf-
fix used to differentiate TRIs within
the same commodity description. TRI
numbers are not required in systems
that do not use numeric commodity
coding.

Through rate means the single
amount charged by a common carrier
in connection with through transpor-
tation.

Through transportation means contin-
uous transportation between points of
origin and destination, either or both
of which lie beyond port terminal
areas, for which a through rate is as-
sessed and which is offered or per-
formed by one or more carriers, at
least one of which is a common carrier,
between a United States point or port
and a foreign point or port.

Thru date means the date after which
an amendment to a tariff element is
designated by the publisher to be un-
available for use and the previously ef-
fective tariff element automatically
goes back into effect.

Time/volume rate means a rate pub-
lished in a tariff which is conditioned
upon receipt of a specified aggregate
volume of cargo or aggregate freight
revenue over a specified period of time.

Trade name means a name used for
conducting business, but which is not
necessarily its legal name. This is also
known as a ‘‘d/b/a’” (doing business as)
name.

Transshipment means the physical
transfer of cargo from a vessel of one
carrier to a vessel of another in the
course of all-water or through trans-
portation, where at least one of the ex-
changing carriers is an ocean common
carrier subject to the Commission’s ju-
risdiction.

[64 FR 11225, Mar. 8, 1999, as amended at 64
FR 23022, Apr. 29, 1999; 65 FR 26512, May 8,
2000; 67 FR 39860, June 11, 2002]

§520.3 Publication responsibilities.

(a) General. Unless otherwise exempt-
ed by §520.13, all common carriers and
conferences shall keep open for public
inspection, in automated tariff sys-
tems, tariffs showing all rates, charges,
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classifications, rules, and practices be-
tween all points or ports on their own
routes and on any through transpor-
tation route that has been established.

(b) Conferences. Conferences shall
publish, in their automated tariff sys-
tems, rates offered pursuant to inde-
pendent action by their members and
may publish any open rates offered by
their members. Alternatively, open
rates may be published in individual
tariffs of conference members.

(c) Agents. Common carriers or con-
ferences may use agents to meet their
publication requirements under this
part.

(d) Notification. Each common carrier
and conference shall notify BTA, prior
to the commencement of common car-
rier service pursuant to a published
tariff, of its organization name, organi-
zation number, home office address,
name and telephone number of firm’s
representative, the location of its tar-
iffs, and the publisher, if any, used to
maintain its tariffs, by electronically
submitting Form FMC-1 via the Com-
mission’s website at www.fmc.gov. Any
changes to the above information shall
be immediately transmitted to BTA.
The Commission will provide a unique
organization number to new entities
operating as common carriers or con-
ferences in the U.S. foreign commerce.

(e) Location of tariffs. The Commis-
sion will publish on its website,
www.fmc.gov, a list of the locations of
all carrier and conference tariffs. The
Commission will update this list on a
periodic basis.

[64 FR 11225, Mar. 8, 1999, as amended at 67
FR 39860, June 11, 2002]

§520.4 Tariff contents.

(a) General. Tariffs published pursu-
ant to this part shall:

(1) State the places between which
cargo will be carried;

(2) List each classification of cargo in
use;

(3) State the level of ocean transpor-
tation intermediary, as defined by sec-
tion 3(17)(A) of the Act, compensation,
if any, to be paid by a carrier or con-
ference;

(4) State separately each terminal or
other charge, privilege, or facility
under the control of the carrier or con-
ference and any rules or regulations
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that in any way change, affect, or de-
termine any part of the aggregate of
the rates or charges;

(5) Include sample copies of any bill
of lading, contract of affreightment or
other document evidencing the trans-
portation agreement;

(6) Include copies of any loyalty con-
tract, omitting the shipper’s name;

(7) Contain an organization record,
tariff record, and tariff rules; and

(8) For commodity tariffs, also con-
tain commodity descriptions and tariff
rate items.

(b) Organization record. Common car-
riers’ and conferences’ organization
records shall include:

(1) Organization name,;

(2) Organization number assigned by
the Commission;

(3) Agreement number, where appli-
cable;

(4) Organization type (e.g., ocean
common carrier (VOCC), conference
(CONF), non-vessel-operating common
carrier (NVOCC) or agent);

(5) Home office address and telephone
number of firm’s representative;

(6) Names and organization numbers
of all affiliates to conferences or agree-
ments, including trade names; and

(7) The publisher, if any, used to
maintain the organization’s tariffs.

(c) Tariff record. The tariff record for
each tariff shall include:

(1) Organization number and name,
including any trade name;

(2) Tariff number;

(3) Tariff title;

(4) Tariff type (e.g., commodity,
rules, equipment interchange, or bill of
lading);

(5) Contact person and address;

(6) Default measurement and cur-
rency units;

(7) Origination and destination scope;
and

(8) A statement certifying that all in-
formation contained in the tariff is
true and accurate and no unlawful al-
terations will be permitted.

(d) Tariff rules. Carriers and con-
ferences shall publish in their tariffs
any rule that affects the application of
the tariff.

(e) Commodity descriptions. (1) For
each separate commodity in a tariff, a
distinct numeric code may be used.
Tariff publishers are not required to
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